The family Liliaceae A.L. de Jussieu has been revised for Bangladesh and a total of 34 species with one variant under 16 genera have been recorded. Artificial dichotomous keys to the genera and species have been given. Descriptions have been provided for each taxon, and local names, flowering and fruiting periods have been added wherever available. Out of 34 species, 16 species are native/naturalized and 18 species, including 1 variant, are exotic. Four genera, ten species and one variant have been documented for the first time in Bangladesh.
Introduction
Liliaceae A.L. de Jussieu, the Lily family, is a moderately large family consisting of about 280 genera and nearly 4000 species, widespread throughout the world, but most abundant and varied in fairly dry, temperate to subtropical regions. The family is characterized by the following diagnostic characters: i) Perennial or annual herbs, rarely shrubs, with starchy rhizome, bulb or corm; ii) Leaves simple, alternate or less often opposite or whorled, often all basal; iii) Flowers in a raceme, spike, panicle or involucrate cymose umbel, sometimes solitary or paired in the axils of the leaves; iv) Tepals 6-8, usually in 2 similar petaloid cycles, stamens usually as many as the tepals; v) Carpels 3 (rarely 2 or 4), united, ovary superior or inferior with axile or basal placentation; vi) Fruit a loculicidal or septicidal capsule, less often a berry, seeds often flat (Cronquist 1981) .
Many taxonomists, viz. Bentham and Hooker (1862-1883) , Engler and Prantl (1887-1915) , Bessey (1915) , Rendle (1925) , and Hutchinson (1934) described Amaryllidaceae (ovary inferior) and Liliaceae (ovary superior) separately under the same order or under separate orders mainly on the basis of ovary position, but other characters are more or less the same. So it is more logical to keep both the families under a single larger family as done by Cronquist (1981) and Takhtajan (1980) . The same treatment is followed here.
Species of this family are much important for economic uses. Most of the species are poisonous for cattle, but there are many species in this family which are commercially useful for their medicinal value.
A general account of Liliaceae (including Amaryllidaceae) occurring in Indian subcontinent was given by Hooker (1892) and for the then Bengal by Prain (1903) . In the present context, these accounts are not up to date regarding the number of taxa as well as nomenclature. After Hooker and Prain's publications many floras on the smaller areas of present Bangladesh have been published where the authors included Liliaceae and Amaryllidaceae either separately or jointly under Liliaceae, viz. Heinig (1925) , Cowan (1926) , Raizada (1941) , Datta and Mitra (1953) , Sinclair (1955) , Mia and Khan (1995) , Uddin et al. (1998 ), Rahman (2004 , and Uddin and Hassan (2004) . However, there has been no revisionary work on Liliaceae for Bangladesh.
Materials and Methods
The present work is mainly based on the fresh materials collected by the first author. The work is also supplemented by the herbarium specimens housed at the Dhaka University Herbarium (DUH) and Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB). The germplasm of most of the taxa have been collected and planted in the experimental plots of the Dhaka University Botanical Garden for further studies.
The collected specimens were identified consulting standard literature like Hooker (1892), Jackson (1895), Prain (1903) , Dassanayake and Clayton (1981) , and Deb (1983) , and comparing with herbarium specimens available both in the DUH and DACB.
The present work is intended to record all the species growing all over Bangladesh in the wild and also cultivated in the garden and in the field and to make a revision of the family for the country. Short descriptions, important synonyms, precise localities and local names of each species are given wherever available along with the correct botanical names. Flowering and fruiting periods (Fl. & Fr.) are also noted. The genera and species are arranged alphabetically.
Results and Discussion
The systematic studies in the family Liliaceae from Bangladesh resulted in the confirmation of 34 species and a variant under 16 genera, whereas Hooker (1892) reported only 17 species under 10 genera and Prain (1903) 
